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THE SPIRIT OF THE TIMES 


| GREAT BRITAIN. 


BY GILBERT WAKEFIELD, B. A. 


LATE FELLOW OF JESUS COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, 


If thou warn the wicked of his way to turn from it, if he de 
not turn from his way, he ſhall die in his iq but thou 


© haſt delivered thy ſoul. Ezekiel, xxxiii. 9. 


I ſay unto you, If theſe ſhould hold their peace, th 


_ ery out. | | Late xix. 40. 
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? e—_A things invite 
Jo peaceful counſels, and the ſettled ſtate 
Of order; how ip ſafety þeſt we may 1 
Compoſe our preſent evils, with regard 25 
Of what we are, and where! diſmiſſing quite 
- All thoughts of war: ye have what 1 adviſe, 
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Or the original as 
phlet only to copies were fold by the pub- 
liſher. It is probable, that the edition by 
Eaton, which is this day, February 15th, 
1794, announced, I ſee, in the Morning 
Chronicle, is taken from this impreſſion: an 
| edition, delivered to the public without my 
Knowledge, conſent, or aßprobation for, 
however juſtifiable it's contents may be in 
the eye of religion and reQitude, it were 
' folly to ſuppoſe me willing to relinquiſh the 
Profits of my literary labours, on which I 
| e — for ſubſiſtance, to any 
. publiſher, 


11 T 


publiſher, who may chooſe audaciouſſu and 
injuriouſly to uſurp them. I am willing to 
imitate the bee in diligence, but cannot 
emulate with propriety, and conſiſtently 
with other obligations, the diſintereſted la- 
bours of that inſect - 


Sic vos non vobis mellificatis apes. 


Tuo pages of this original impreſſion 
were ſoon cancelled in ſucceſſion ; not from 
any timidity on my part, but in compli- 
ance with the ſuggeſtions, of ſome. friends} | 
to whoſe judgement this ſacrifice was due. 

With theſe laſt alterations the pamphlet 
continued on ſale for a, few hours denn 
when a portion of that alarm, which has 
_ diffuſed, :tlelf with ſuch general SIO 
among my, countrymen, ſettled on the pul 
liſber : in, conformity. to, whole wiſhes, an 
entire ſuppreſlion of the ſale took plage; 
and I had conſigned the publication to, 
ſilence and oblivion. It had been eaſy for 5 
14 to have transferred the concern to, 

aalen zal. as a ee of bold ad. 


den! turers 
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V in this profeſſion were ready with 


their ſervices ; but, as my mtentions were 
pure, (Gov. iS witnels !) .and my views. 
perfettly pacific, I determined, without 
heſitation, that no proſpects, either of po- 
pularity or gain, ſhould ſeduce me to com- 
mit my productions to thoſe hands, Which 


are made the vehicles of jeditious publicd- 


tions, as hey are ſtiled, whether juſtly or 
not, by the greater part of the community: 
4 would only allow this pamphlet to 


take 1 it's chance in the ordinary courſe of | 


circulation with my other writings and my 
| regular publiſher : not from timidity, or a 
penitential miſtruſt of what 1 had written, 

but ſimply from a reſolution to avoid ever 

appearance of ſeditious intention; than . 12d 
nothing can be farther from the thoughts 
of one, who deprecates all violence what- 
| ever, and acknowledges no authority but 
the gentle ſway of truth, rectitude, and rea- 
fon. This IS an undiſguiſed narrative. of 


the circumſlances attendant on the firſt im- 


Preffoon of this pamphlet. 


ps Now 


iv 4 PREPAGCE, 


N ow it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, that one, 
whoſe chief converſe is in his cloſet with 
the free and intrepid tribes of uenerable dead, 
the faints of Falgſtine, the ſages, philoſo- 
phers, and patriots of Greece and Rome; 
that one, whoſe views are of courſe directed 
to abſolute truth, rather than to qualified 
poſitions, that may ſuit the palates of in- 
tereſted ſtateſmen, and a deluded people ;— 
may have erred in the article of prudence, . 
and employed expreſſions, which wiſe and 
candid men might diſapprove, and which 
therefore none but a ſolf. ſufficient dictator 
would pertinaciouſly maintain, And this 
circumſtance may ſtill more reaſonably be 
expected to ariſe, when groundleſs pre- 
tences of danger to the conſtitution, inſi- 
nuated by thoſe, who find their intereſt in 
maintaining the corruptions of it, have 


0 produced a general deluſion, tremblingly 8 


alive to every thing that favours of refor- 
mation, or, in the faſhionable j jargon of mi- 
niſters and their adherents, of innovation, 


1 ORs 


— 


PREFACE : 1 © 


Izvelling, and rebublicaniſm 12 eſpecially 
too with reſpect to a pamphlet, which was 
conceived and executed in half a dozen 
hours, and carried to the preſs within three 
hours after. Since the current ſentiments, 
however, of this little performance were 
thought calculated for public benefit, as 
proceeding on different grounds from the 
generality of political publications, and 
adapted to the remnant (Rom. xi. x.) of 
diſintereſted Chriſtians. in this country; I 
reſolved to ſtrike out every thing juſtly ex- 
ceptionable, to mollify all unneceſſary aſpe- 
rities, and leave only what a real believer. 
and ſincere profeſſor of the goſpel oucuT 
to advance in defiance of all conſequences, 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, (2 Tim. iv. 2.). 
What now appears, I will maintain at every 
hazard; convinced, that the truly virtuous 
will approve this effort, and that none will 


6” De profectò n patientiæ documentum; et, 
ſicut vetus tas vidit quid ultimum in libertate eſſet, ità 
nos quid in ſervitute; adempto per inquiſitiones et lo-— 
quendi audiendique commercio. Tacitus, vit. Agric. 


ſekt. 2. | 1 
condemn, 
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condemn, but thoſe who are condemned 
themſelves by their own principles and 

practices; and the condemnation of ſuch 
men ſhall excite no terrors in me, whatever 
their authority and ſtation. If the time is 
come, when Chriſtians will not endure the 
ſound doctrine (Tit. li. 1. q of their own 
ſcriptures ; when a preacher of peace, and 
the bittereſt enemy of war and bloodſhed in 
all their forms, is in danger from enforcing 
the benevolent doctrines of his divine pre- 
ceptor on men of like paſſions with him- 

ſelf; the time ſeems alſo to be come, when 
ſome muſt ſuffer, or even periſh, for the 
people, (John xvii. 14.) And ſhall the true 
diſciple of a crucified Saviour ſhrink ap- 
palled from the conflit ; ? When the re- 
deemer - of mankind, with perfect reſigna- 
tion to his Father's will, drank off the bitter 
cup, (Matt. xxvi. 39.) of forrow, which was 
mixed for him, even to the dregs; ſhall 
an humble follower heſitate to trace his 
ſteps through this valley of affliction, and 
ſhare the warfare of the intrepid captarn of 
| - | has 
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his ſalvation ?, (Heb. ii. 10. No event of 
life can be. mare honqurable ig ſelf; or 
more Praducive of Fuer elicit. than 
-perſecution in the cauſe of religion and i- 
berty; a felicity without abatement, ſave 
that occaſioned by a ſentiment of ſorrow 
tor the tyranny, weaknels,-and wickedneſs 
of his perſecutors. I pray | for fortitude and 
perſeverance, that I never may be one of 
_ thoſe unhappy, /ukewarm (Rev. iii. 16.) 

profeſſors of the goſpel, by whom the Son 
of man is betrayed. (Matt. xxvi. 24.). If 
the neceſſities of the ſeaſon ſhould require, 
let me be a victim in this glorious cauſe of 
truth and freedom: and fo ſhall I neither 
have lived nor died in vain. | 


— 
— * — 


This opportunity of reviſal has induced 
me to interſperſe ſome quotations for the 
gratification of another claſs of readers, 
and with a deſign of giving a degree of 
ſtability, if poſſible, to the performance; 
which may enſure it's vitality beyond 
the fugitive „ of the day; pro- 
ductions, 
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| duQtions, engendered by the hot-bed of 
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ring 
dns 


fermentation, and exp 


that violent agency, 
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em 


which 
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RISTIANITY, Ke. 


Pans who 1 me | perſonally, wil al 
very ready to bear teſtimony to the privacy and 
ſecluſion of my life; and the laſt leaf of this 
little pamphlet will abundantly aſcertain to thoſe, 
vbo do not know me, that of late, at leaſt; © my 
« days muſt have been honeſtly laborious, and 
* my nights intenſely ſtudious, in a manner ut- 
terly inconſiſtent. with clandeſtine plots againſt — 
government and. all, aſſociations with republicans | 
aud leuellers for the overthrow. of our conſtitu - 
ion; but the eircumſtances of the times impreſ- 
ſed my mind , with, ſuch force, as to impel me 
8 reluctance to interrupt the courſe of my 
for a few hours, to deliver to the public 
"ME, 8. curſory ia ariſing from ſome 
* 


. 


(10 ) 


palpable ſpecimens of what appears to me an anti- 

| chriſtian ſpirit. It is my with and i intention, whilſt 

I call things by their true names, to write in con- 

formity to the voice of that religion, whoſe influ 

ence diret̃ts and animates my pen on this occaſion: 

but I could not acquit' myfelf to my awn conſci- 

- ence for a total filence, upon a reflection, that 

_ poſſibly ſome individuals at leaſt, into whoſe bands 

. theſe remarks might fall, would be led to a ſerious 
a examination of e ſentiments and conduQ. 


a4 — 24s 


5 


That prince of peace (Ifaiab | ix. 6.), the bleſſed 
e of Chriſtianity, declares thus expreſsly to 
his diſciples: (Luke ix. 56.) Tie ſon of man is not 
come to deſtroy men's lives, but to fave them. Now, 
upon a very moderate computation, fince this 
country engaged in a war with France, only twelve 
months ago, two hundred and fifey-thouſand lives 
have been loſt in the field and on the ſcaffold; 

not to mention the numberleſs afflictions of the 

living connetted with this horrible devaſtation.” L 

fu uppoſe alfo, that the combined | powers on the eon- 

tinent'would not have been able to proſecute their 

_ Hoftflities without the interference of this country ; 

und that the ſhocking murders, which have taken 
place among the French themſelves, from that of 
the King on thet hrone to the meaneſt pealant, 
are truly affignableto that fermentation, which the 


þ +095 downs of the fame combination has excited. 
faces | | Theſe 


* 


(44): 


Tbeſe melancholy events may, werefore, be im- 

puted, in a conſiderable” degree, to the ſecret 
countenance or open efforts of the miſguided 
adminiſtration of this country. And, in the 
mean time, by what titles do we denominate 
ourſelves? Truly, Defenders of the Tait, guar- 
dians of the Proteſtant intereſt, and the profeſ- 
ſors of a reformed religion. Wars, murders, and 
aſſaſſmations are then, it ſhould ſeem, the proper 
fruits of a purer profeſſion of Chriſtianity; that 
ſyſtem of peace and ove, unlimited and univerſal» 
to the whole human race! Be it ſo! but in my 
judgement, no ſuppoſeable circumſtance-can ex 
Ne the Wr mas of man's W to a n 


— 5 


» f here 5 Wig: that nothing can | be more | 
remote from my intention, than diſreſpe& for the penn 
of the ſovereign ; and that the errors of government, as 1 
deem them, excite in my mind a moſt unfeigned ſorro. 
It may. readily be preſumed, that a ſtudent is as much in- 
tereſted in TRANQUILLITY as any man ; and, however he | 
may wiſh for radical reformation by 3 meant, can 

have but little to hope from violent revolutions ; where the 
ſtill ſmall voice of letters and philoſophy is drowned in the 
din of arms and the clamours of enthuſiaſm. If a day of 
real danger ſhould arrive, courtiers and placemen would 
: be the firſt to deſert their maſter; and he would find a 
much ſafer aſylum under the roof of one like myſelf; 
who would ſacrifce his own life rather than furtender — 
ſacred depoſit to his fidelity. 1 10.1 tho 2: (44.43 


, * 4 
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2 "oy an uplifted ſword. ready 40 fall on his 
own head. It is an awful ching te guench that 
life, which the Creator has breathed into the noſ. 
mils of bis children: and bow lavilhly and heed- 
leſoly is this treaſure ſquandered in our country 
by io Proceſs, as we as . _— 
tion? 2 ie e ink 4 


3 allowances will 5 * * every e com- 
paſſionate and candid mind for the fituation of 
Kings; ſurrounded as they are by thoſe, who pro- 
mate their own intereſts, from diſguiſing, conceal 
ing, and peryerting the truth: but, when. theſe 
Kings hear daily the voice of ſcripture ſounding 
in their ears the accents of gentleneſs, love, and 
mercy ; and are preſented with a perfe& example 
of holineſs and virtue, of humanity and gentle- 
neſs, in the perſon of Fe efus of Nazareth, whom, 
they are taught to revere and imitate; no man 
Whatever, not devoid of rationality, can imagine, 
that a hate of warfare with his ſpecies is agree- 
able to the ſpirit and precepts of that Goſpel, which, 
proclaimed peace on earth, and good will to men: 
(Luke ii. 44.) Even Kings, with all the diſad- 
* e of their ſituation, Musr xxow, that 
ihe character of Saul, breathing out FO PS : 
and ſlaughter (Atlas ix. 1.) againſt his; own bre- 
thren, the children of the ſame parent, can never 


- be conformable to the denomination of a moſt 
hg ED STEIONS 


a 


(iu } 


gracious and moſt religious ſovereign, or acceptable 
to the King of Kings. | The nobleſt appellation of 
any monarch is that of ihe Father of his people: 
one, who conſiders his ſubjects as his family; and 
is, therefore, above all things anxious for their 
preſervation. ' The ſacrifice of a ſuhject is to him 
like ſacrificing a portion of. himſelf. There is 
no ſchiſm (1 Cor. xii. 25, 26): but, if one mem- 
ber ſuffers, all the my Kfer with it. 


ae 
In every county, 1 we commencement of war, 
commerce is interrupted, trade declines, matiu- - 


factures ceaſe; thouſands are deprived of their 


ſubſiſtence. For the mere ſupport of life, and 
as a refuge from famine and diftreſs, manufacturers 
neceſſarily become ſoldiers; and from no predi- 
| lefion for the cauſe. They are led into the field 
to the deliberate deſtruction of men, againſt whom 


they have not conceived the leaſt emotion of _ oe” 
ſentment; and whom they hew in pieces without . 


one impulſe of private animoſity, at the mere in- 
| tigation of their RY 1s it ene to 


4. 


m Amber een abba fra: 
| Confundetjuxomne manu; lub. 1 
Nomen erit virtus. a Lu ex, i. 666. 
a paſſage, ſeriouſly recommended to che .confideration of 
all great:generdls and military commander: who fooliſhly 
imagine, that a harveſt of glory may be reaped in a field 
of battle; men, alaſs! in the eye of reaſon. and humanity, 


damn'd to everlaſting fame. 55 
2 | I have 


(4) 


5 deviſe a cls, more horribly Gatten on the part 
| of their rulers, and more wretchedly abandoned 


on their own, - more degraded even below bru- 
tality itſelf, than this; if humanity be a virtue, if 

love and good will the charatteriſtics of revelation ? 
Yet this is the frequent condition of Europeans ! 
the glorious Chriſtian murderers of heathens and 


of Atheiſts! The true follower of Fefus weeps bit- 
terly in ſecret over this inſane deluſion, this tre- 
mendous profligacy, of his ſpecies: he wiſnes for 
the wings of a dove, that he may fly to the wilder- 
neſs,” or the g extremities of the creation, from. ſo 
black and nefarious: a e to be at * a 


1: am e "x a Bend Fr the . of 
a Peer then preſent, that the Dule of Portland, 
a nobleman. celebrated. for the. mildneſs of * 


Co 


1 . in a ſcripture of 1 promiſed to 8 
Factors and ſaviours of mankind; but in all my reſearches 
through that volume I have not diſcovered the text, which 
enſures @ crown of glory, that fadeth not away (1 Pet. v. 4.) to 
the defacers and deſtroyers of the divine ſimilitude, ra- 
tional and immortal man.” Parliaments may recompenſe 
the ſervices of generals by à vote of thanks and titular dif- 
tinctiont:; but moſt unqueſtionaby a recompence, correſ- 
pondent to the operations of .theſe ſervices, would be 

weeping and gnaſhing of teeth Matth. viii. 12.). I conclude 
this note in the ſolemn words of the chief Apoſtle: (Gal. 

Ai. ge): Do not ee e Godt is not Cs cpa 4 | 


virtnes 


(4%) 


virtues 4 bis a manners, an I am per- 
ſuaded, moſt deſervedly; declared in the Houſe of | 
Lords; that * the preſent war was neceſſary for the 
ſupport and defence of the Chriſtian Religion oY 
To what, in common charity, ean we impute ſo 
ſtrange a ſentiment, but to a wretched infatuation, 
engendered by timidity and falſe alarm; or to a moſt 
piteous imbecility of underſtanding, with refpeR 
to the point in diſcuſſion? Will this noble per- 
ſon condeſcend to ſingle out one action in the life 
of Chriſt, one precept of his lips, which: counte.. 
nances this ſingular;perfuaſion ; that the religion of 
the goſpel can be defended and propagated by the 
ſword ? When Peter, laudably zealous for the 
ſafety of his maſter's perſon, drew his ſword in 
the defence' (Matthew xxi, 52:) of Jeſus; he re- 
ceived no approbation for the vigour of his in- 
terference,' hut a gentle and magnanimous re- 
buke : Pitt up again thy fword into his place ! for 
all they, that take the ſword, ſhall periſh with the 
| word, A rebuke, which the ſame; mouth . would 
have given, 0 will one bd ive, to abe Peer in 
3 8 | ? ö 


1 


| "The former ert of our Lord's vn was 
applicable to Peter only; the latter conveys a 
momentous denunciation, pregnant with genuine 
alarm, to all the deſtroyers of mankind ; from the 


petty ravager, to the mighty potentate. It were 
7 - TE 8 | good 


oz 


oP 
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Food, poſſibly; ſor thefe waſters of the beſt works 
of che Creator, had they never been born (Matth. xvi, 

brite It were better for them, if they could atone 
in this life, by the ſhedding of their own blood, 
for the blood of thouſands and tens of thoufands, 
chat is crying againſt them for vengeance from the 
earth: if, after ſlaying with the fword, they could 
periſi with the fword ; and thus eſcape the retri- 
Þution of a more awful ſentence, that awaits, upon 
the authority of Christ himſelf, the rehels to his 
gentle and pacific reign, at his ſecond coming to 
| Judge the earth. But thoſe mine enemies, whach 
would not that I Nhould reign over them, bring tather, 
_ Lad them rh me. nee xix. ha * 


- My old Bed, Dy. Pearce the Maſter, with the 


| Fellows of efus College, Cambridge, of which 


number I once was myſelf:—my old friend Dy. 
Milner, Maſter of Queen's College, in the ſame 
Vniverſity, and the fellows of that ſociety ;—go 
to Chapel (it is a reaſonable ſuppoſition, reader 
for the conſtruttion of an argument, though the 
Mater and Fellows are that portion of collegial 

4 „ gt which leaſt regard the . ſervices of 


* 8 — 100 8 xiii. 10. which VN reads 
2 2 lecture alſo to the patrons and practicers of the Slaves 
trade; that King traflc of this virtuous. and religious 
P oy ? | BG 

bas 5 5 religion; 


bY 


_ © 27) 


religion; I ſpeak what I Ina. h les 

have ſeen) the Maſters and Fellows, I ſay, of theſe 
reſpective colleges; go to chapel, can read with ap- 
probation the wiſdom of Gumaliel's advice; (Ad, 
v. 38.) Refrain from theſe men, and lei them alone; 
for, if this counſel or this work be of men, it will 
ome to 'nought ; but, of it be of God, ye cannot over- 

Aro it: left haply ye be found even to fight againſt 

God.;—=they can hear, with ſurpriſe and indigna- 
tion, that Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gen- 
Ales and people of Ißruel, gathered together, to cruſn 
+#ruth, and to deſtroy opinions, by demolithing the 
perſons of Chriſt and his 4poftles: they can liſten 

witch reverence to the commands of Fefus; Gather 

not up the taves; (Matt. xiii. 29.) leſt,while ye gather 
h the tares, ye root up alſo the +ohzat with them; 

Au let both grow together until the harveſt :—they - 
can hear the declaration of a chief apoſtle; (2 Tim, 
ii. 12.) Ali, that will live godly in Chrift Fefus, 
fall ſuffer. perſecution ; a declaration, conformable 


to a previous prediction of his maſter; (John, 
Xvi. 2.) They ſhall put you out of the ſynagagnes; , 
yea, the time cometh, that whoſoroer killeth you, will 
«think that he dotth God ſervice :=theſe reverend 
Maſters and Fellows, I fay ; theſe protęſtants againſt 
 PopiJh tyranny and perſecution, .theſe profeſſors 
of reformed. Chriſtianity, can come with ſuch pre- 

. «Cepts. of Jeſus and his Apoſtles in their ears and 
"TY and deprive, in one * Mr. Frend, of 
— D the 
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the chief advantages of his fellowſhip, by baniſh 
ment from College; and in the other, Mr. Pal. 
mer, of his Fellowſhip altogether; poſſibly the 
only means of ſubſiſtence to theſe gentlemen); 
and conſign men of education, inured to the de- 
cent comforts and conveniences of life, to the 
caſualties of benevolent commiſeration! Sure- 
'ly Mr. Palmer's uſage as a criminal, with he 
iron entering into his foul, and a tranſportation of 
ſeven long years to the Antipodes themſelves, con- 
ſtituted a ſufficient puniſhment for his offence, But 
- Pandemonium was not ſatisfied, Dr. Milner, and 
his coadjutors, that moſt * evangelical fraternity! 
yearned, in their godly jealouſy for church and king, 
to finiſn this work of edifying chaſtiſement; to 
give good meaſure, preſſed down, and ſſalen together, 

and running over into their brother's boſom ! Is this 
the meeknefs and gentleneſs of Christ? (2 Cor. x. i.) 
Are theſe the tender ſympathies of men, who re. 
member thoſe that are in bonds, as bound with them; 
» I have lately been urging ſome gentlemen, acquainted 
With the circumſlances of Mr. Palmer's life, (who was 
bred at Eton and Cambridge, and has diſtinguiſhed himle}f 
by ſome excellent papers in the Theological Repoſitory, and 
other writings) to communicate a few particulars to the 
| -public: that the world may know, with what humanity he 


Was put into irons and is now ſent to proſecute his theoto. 


gical fludies at Batany Bay + that bourne, whence no _ 2 
returns. This will SPUR. be F 
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and thoſe that ſuffer offiilion, as being themſelves alſo 
in the body 2 (Heb. xiii. g.) Is this AE IR cup of 
cold water (Matth. x. 42.) for the fainting diſciple 
of their maſter, who lived and died for our be- 
nefit; and made love the charaQeriſtic - of his 
brethren? I ſhould prefer, I confeſs, for my own 
part, religious worſhip in Rimmon's temple, or a 
 Mahometan Moſque, to the ſervice of a Cambridge 
chapel with Chriſtians of this black. complexion; 
and I would give with rapture to a French Deiſt, as 
purity and perfection, compared with ſuch apoſ- 
ates to the liberty and ſanctity of the goſpel, 
the. right. hand of fellowſhip. O my Tn come 
not thou into their ſecret (Gen. xlix, © J. | 
38 ee on n paſſing the other dey through S.. 
Paul's Church. yard, a Sermon, occaſioned by the 
execution of the French Queen, from a moſt excel- 
lent perſon, equally reſpectable for his abilities and 
virtues, the Rev. Thomas Rennell, Prebendary of 
| Wincheſter: a ſermon big with denunciation of 
woes and deſtruQtion on the French. I can excuſe 
a a generous and feeling mind ſome warmth of ho- 
neſt indignation at ſuch an ungenerous, unmanly, 
and ſavage action“; but, at the ſame time, would 


9 When the French changed their ane they 
ſhould have ſuffered the Queen to return, if ſhe preferred 
it, to her own unte- She might reaſonably have ſaid 


- wk Encas i in Virgil, 
» . 4 D 4 1 ; non 


- 


(- £0. % 


alk my friend, upon whoſe authority, as a Chri/lian 
_ preacher, he employs the language, that inflames 
* that, and even his former, publication? Can he, 
'with his good ſenſe, ſuppoſe for a ſingle moment, 
that the meet and lowly Nazarene, (Matt. xi. 29.) 
will approve. thoſe menages, which even the 
preacher himſelf muſt feel ſhocked at imagining. 
that Chriſ eould uſe? He did not imprecate, but 
wept bitterly, even over that ungrateful, that cor- 
rupt, that perſeeuting, that bloody city, Jeruſalem 
herſelf; Jeruſalem, the dehberate, and malicious, 
and inſulting murderer, with all the mockery of 
A judicial proceſs, of it's greateſt benefactor and 
beſt citizen, our Lord himſelf. His language, 
on every occaſion, was not the language of denun- 
ciation, aſperity and bitternefs; but of poignant 
fympathy, of difintereſted emotion, of compaffio- 
nate diftreſs: I, thou hadft known (Luke xix. 42.) 
at leaſt in this thy day, the things that belong unto thy 
Peace! A _ yer. thee, i p wee yo thee, 


non haxc in ferdera veni: 


oo 1 came hither on other terms.” 1 "WAL Len: informed 
how truly F cannot ſay, that this offer was made: but ſhe 
magnanimoufly declared hey reſolution to ſhare hs for- 


tunes of her huſband,” 
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| Faminekin pens * no&habet 3 . 
To  Bellſuide 


( #1 ) 
abe } (Mats, xi. 21.) Has FRE FR palpa- 
ble darkneſs, that overſpreads this land, penetrata 
ed alſo into the dwellings of the Hraelites? Sceing 
n and hearing, do they not leur f 


* If FAN Amel of client dignitariey in — 
100 this complexion, and the meliorat ion of humanity 6 
be defigned by providence, we may charitably hope, that 
_ that laſt race are flumbering in their ſtalls and palaces: 2 
eſpecially if it be remembered, that the fon of man cams not 
to be mmiſtered unto, but to. miniſter 5 (Matth. xx. 28. De- 
lighiful godlike declaration] unexampled in the hiſtory 
of religious teachers; and demonſtrative, independently 
of other proof, of the divinity of out Saviour's character. 
We may venture to addreſs each individual of this e 
22 8 with the valediction of Anchiſes - 


Janadu⸗ vale ! torquet medios nox funda cuefusy, .. 


Et te ſevus e oriens afflavit anhelis: LE 


| 1 in ne phraſcology, The night WIR 4 ä 
aay is at land: (Rom. xiii. 12.) OY 


But, if eccleſaſtical e were N to y 
| hands, I would not copy the example of the French > 


Life ſlaſhing Bently with his deſperate hook; 


but the contrary. Not one living wight of tie grder of 
Melchiſedec, from his Grace at Lambeth to the moſt ignoble 
curate in the Metropolis, ſhouldbe deprived, by my confent, 
of his preferment for his life, Even Reformation itſelf 
would be dearly purchaſed at the expence of comfort to 
ſo many amiable conſcientious men, and excellent ſcho- 
lars, as may * A undoubtedly i in che Wen of Eng- 
land. * "© 1 

2 "= 11 | Had 


T5 £2 
Had my friend ſo little recolleQion of the records 
of ſalvation; ſo little feeling of that ſpirit, which 
. Charatteriſes the followers of the Nazarene, that 
le muſt emulate James and John in preference ta 

Jieſus: that he muſt ſet the diſciples above their 
maſter, and call down fire from heaven to conſume the 
French Samaritans? And-for what does he make : 
himſelf a judge inſtead of a hearer of the law? be- 
cauſe they revile and rej ject the chriſtianity forſooth! 
| profeſſed i in this godly kingdom; and of which our 
preacher's own ſermon is, I ſuppoſe, the delicious 
fruits!!! A thouſand arguments convince me that 
the religion eftabli i ed and taught in this country 
is a genuine part of that grand apoſtacy, a 
limb of that aniichri/t, predifted in the ſcriptures ; 
but I will offer to the underſtanding of my friend, 
but one argument to this effect, deduced from 
thoſe very ſcriptures: which argument, to my ap- 
prehenſion, if it be delufive, thoſe ſcriptures them= 
| ſelves are no more than a cunningly deviſed fable. 
It is this; and, if J err in this point, I will gladly 
retratt my error, and thank _— the man, 

who ſhall ſt; 1 | 

| 9 2 Lord, . xiii. 31. 5 compares the * 
pel, to a grain of muſtard- ſeed ; which, from being 
the leaſt of all feeds, becomes at length the greateſt 
among herbs, and a tree; fo that the birds of the 
wars come and lodge in the branches of it. He com- 


- . . / 
pO! | 2 N pares 
* 


(' ag 
pares it alſo, (ver. 33.). to leaven, hid in three mea · 
fures of meal, till the whole was leavened: and in 
another evangel. % (Mark iv. 27.), to ſeed, caſt 
into the ground, which ſprings and grows up a man 


| #nows not how: producing rirsT the blade, THEN 


ble mas AFTER THAT the ee corn in the a” >. 


Moo it 2 1 think; be 1 Gil 
the prominent idea in all the parables of this 
nature, is that, of a gradual progreſhon to ma- 
turity, Accommodate this inference to the fad 
itſelf, the propagation of Chriſtianity through the 
world. If we conſider, / that large and moſt po- 
pulous portions of A/ia and Africa were filled 
_ with profeſſing Chriſttans in the fourth Century, 
when our religion was the eſtabliſhed religion of 
the Roman empire; countries, where the Maho- 
metan creſcent has long inſulted the fallen ruins 
of the Chriſtian Churches, and added even part 
of Europe to it's uſurpations; we ſhall ſee reaſon 
to conclude, if I miſtake not, that the-number of | 
nominal Chriſtians, as diſtinguiſhed by outward 
profeſſions and eſtabliſhments, has rather declined, 
than increaſed, for the laſt fourteen centuries. Now 
reconcile me; who can, upon this fingle argument 
alone, a profeſſion of religion, which in it's propa - 
gation is at leaſt /ationary, and perhaps retrograde, 
to the expreſs declarations of ſcripture prophecy 
and the ns * of the — PG 
8 This 


(© oY 


This argument is capable alſo of another ap- 
plication, Philoſophy and experience alike pro- 
nounce that all total revolutions of opinion, and 
every eſlential change of manners muſi be gradual, 


and lowly prog reſſive: ſuch, thereſore, mult ne- 


ceſſarily be the propagation of Cristian truth, 
countervailing by gentle and continued influence 


the paſſions and prejudites of mankind; But 


| Chriztianity, as meaſured by outward profe/hon, 


ſoon attained a fulneſs of ſtature, which it has not 
exceeded to this very day. Therefore fuch CAriſ- 
tianity is of ſpurious growth; a mere unſubſtantial 


excreſcence from the carcaſe of Civil Power; an 


excreſcence too, that will effect it's own deſtruc- 


uon by drainjng the vitality of it's W 0 


9 The truth, I preſume, 1 This | The enn 
of Baal have been always numerous; the ſervanis 

of Jeloua and his Chriſt, comparatively few; 

ſeven thouſand only, among the myriads of the 


earth; but his number, I am perſuaded, has 


been gradually increaſing, and will increaſe more 


and more unto the perfect day ; that day, when 


| the combined evidence of prophecy and hiſtory 


Vill be neceſſary to convince a regenerated world 


of this wondrous truth: that men, who ſtile them- 


ſelves Chriſtian preachers, the friends of order 
and good government, the guardians of relig ion 
1999 lau, could blow up ihe trumpet of var in 
Sion, 


4 


— 


A 


2 
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Sion; gy call forth their evimgelical"congie- 


gations to deſolate the globe with torrents of hu- 
man blood: and think themſelves, all this time, 


the miniſters of Chrift ! who fed his flock like a r ſhep= 


herd: who gathered the lambs with” Its arm, and 


carried them in his boſom : who gently led > 
were with young : . xl. ii.) KY 


Again: theſe preachers call-forth all the ha | 
toric of the ſchools in deſcribing the enormities 


of the French republicans. Douhtleſs, that coun» 


try has become a theatre 1 ace en! * 


devaſtation : 5 ä 
fia unbappy fron a generous e a 


| 44 40 what origin may theſs SIO bas andthe 
ably aſſigned? to the armies, moſt unqueſtionably, 
that have invaded their territories, and threatened 
their capital with military execution. This com- 
bination has fomented their diyiſions; 5, this has 
given vigour to the private animo ſities of their 


ſeveral factions, and called forth all their fury, 


by hunting them down, like beaſts for the 
ſlaughter. | Their crimes, fo exa gerated and 


ſounded forth, are occafional and inci dental; 


ſtricken out by the violent colliſons of ſuch an 
unprecedented conflict; which has given full ſcope 


to all the prejudices and paſſions of yung bu- a 


nir. 


8 E . 


* — Ate * 
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The wickedneſs of our own- country, on..the 


other hand, is of a deliberate and fyſtematic kind; 


abundantly tranſcending all the enormities of 
the French. Who will deny, that we have fa- 
crificed in the Eaſt*, by war and famine (to ſay 
nothing of the world of vretchedneſs brought, 
upoh the living) 1 in the. courſe of our tyrannies 
in that region, more lives than France contains ? 


that we have deprived the Weſt Indians of their 


territory, and extirpated their race? that we have 
enſlaved and ſlaughtered, and are daily flaughter- 
ing and enflaving, more ſons of Africa, than 
can-eafily be numbered? that we are betraying 
and butchering, in our attempts of -proteQion, 
the royalists of France f? that we carry plague and 
peſtilence, miſery and ruin, through the univerſe? 
Yet we Gel with the complacency of i N 


's It appears "It the . of Sir Thomas. — | in 
the laſt century, and doubtleſs from other authentic docu- 
ments, that our early navigators to the Eaſt, were a ſet 
of -pirates and cut-throats; - plundering and” murdering 
every thing, that they could maſter, in thoſe parts. Whe- 


ther ſubſequent adventurers have nen a beiter N 


1 have no evidence to aſcertain. 
＋ I know from an eye-witneſs, that our attempt upon , 
Martinique occaſioned ſuch miſery and ſuch ſacrifices, as 


nd reader of the leaſt ſenſibility could hear without an 


agony of diſtreſs; and from car-witnefes, that the French 


| Rojalifts in this country ſpeak I aa Sale 1 Nas 


treachery of Miniſters, 


oy 
" * "2 


- % * "oy ; 8 
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on our own happy government and | reformed church, 
in contraſt with the Atheifm and murders of the 
French ꝰ How ſhall I determine, which exceeds in 
baſeneſs; our proſligacy, or our hypocriſy? It muſt 
be, that ſome ſignal judgements are laid up in ſtore 
for ſuch a flagitious ſyſtem 7” nor is it ealy to 
coticeive, how they could fall upon it, unleſs the 
heart were hardened in this courſe of wickednefs' 
and folly. A lamentable fact! which our preſent 
conduct evinces, I think, to demonſtration. EE. 
+1 9 

In the mean time, our -olitica miniſters, who | 
are rioting, with additional intemperance, on the 
ſpoils of the public, in an hour pregnant with . 
lamity and diſtreſs, may delude the people with | 

an idle vociferation of anarchy and atheiſm, on one 
band, and the bleſſings of our conſtitution, on the * 
other: the ' b;/hop of Durham, in the fulne!s of 
diſintereſted conviction, and with the liberality of 
his father's Tpiric'®, may harangue the wonder- 
ing Palutinate on the" happineſs and comforts of : 
his country: our Dignitaries of the Church, who 
o W ee what wy FOI 28 Germs 4 ul 


15 


»The late Lord 1 mee f if ! id; zutkör of 
that valuable work, the Miſcellanea Sacra: the illuſtrious 
defender of religious liberty, the great patron of the diſſen- 
ters, and their chief advocate for the repeal of the Teft- 

laws, EL er TW 12 Fob 


a 
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WA | Es - minate 
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minate, from-their falls and gulpits,, holy anathee. 
mas againſt atheiſts and republicans, for the good 


_ of; their fouls; inſtead of. prayers and benedifions 


in behalf of their ſuppoſed. errors :;—alas ! what 


. will che verbera linguæ the frriges of the tongue 


avail, againſt the blow of an oMNIPOTENT ARNg 
"hh. is * n * — of the 


The apoſtle de; roy: it "Robin as a as 


qualification for the office of a b; ſhop, that he be 


no ſtriker, nor a brauler: (1 Tim. iii. g.) Have 


the prelates of England and Ireland proved the 


legitimacy of their appointment to Biſhoprics by 


theſe eſſential characters? Have they appeared, in 


their capacities of Dioceſans and Senators, as the 


advocates of peace and ſuffering humanity? Have 


they exerted. their eloquence, and lent their ſuf- 
frage, to ſtem the career of madneſs and fana- 
ticiſm, which are again letting flip the dogs of a holy 


- war to lay waſte the globe? Do not all our biſhops, 


without an individual exception, by their filence- 
at leaſt, and unreliſting acquieſcence, counte- 
a borrid ſcenes of ferocity and car- 
nage, and thereby abjure every pretence to the 
name and character of Christian? For what fel. 
2444 _ ane with TE 7 * Cor. Ix. -5;) 


_— = + 


— 


* Hor, O4. ii. 12. FOR 1 
4 & 4 Or : 


x 
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or the garments rolled in blood, with the white 
raiment (Revel. iii. 18.) of the ſaints? What a. 


greement have the blaſphemies of ſoldiers and the 
confuſed noiſe in the battle of the warrior (Iſaiah ix. 


5-),' with the ſounds of grace, mercy, and peace 


(i Tim. i. a2.) And when we think of one pre- 
late in particular, instinct with fire and nitre, my 
Lord of Rocheſter, I mean; can we forbear aſſo- 
2 with ou e the lines of We 


3 —— „ 

Incens'd with indignation Satan ſtood | 
Vnterrify'd; and, like a comet burn'd, 
That fires the length of Ophiuchus huge 

In th arctic ſky, and from his horrid hair , 
nnn... e 5751 


Let this redoubtable champion of 8 a 


ufurpation exchange his crofier for a Parifian pike, 
and his ſword of the ſpirit (Eph. vi. 17.) for a 
well-tempered weapon of true carnal ſteel: and 


prick forth on his pale horſe (Revel. vi. AJy to, hear 


n republicans and atheitsl.. © 1 


'Themlelves, or their advocates, have my leave 


to reconcile ſuch conduQ, if they can, with the 


patterns and precepts of the Chriſtian diſpenſa- 


tion: but certainly this conduct of our Biſhops 


would have been * conſiſtent, if, inſtead 
"op 
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ef ihe profenitiveatlivige 0 bur bibtes, the direc- 


tion of Chriſt to Heter (John xxi. 18, 8 
been: cee "oy fheey'; uence 1 reh 5 


* , o . 
— 1 181 2 1 J 1 bY IF l »> 


But, what — in . ee — ideature 


_ of pieces and leaves it incapable of aggra- 
vation, is, the obſervance of 4 folemn faſt ; to 


plore, © truly, the 'aſfiſtance of the {Almighty 
in Heſtroying his own: image, and deſolating his 
own creation! No energies of language, that I 
have in ſtore, can delineate my fenſe of this ſa- 
crilegious profanation of religion. We muſt 
refer the uputterable conception of it to expreſ- 
Ave filexce. and ſecret feeling. . 1 wonder leſs at 
the clergy: of the eſtabliſhment, -who are accuſ- 
tomed to the trammels of ſubjection, with the 


laſh of egal juriſdiction waying over them, 


For their compliance with this unholy mandate: 
but that di enters can prevail | upon "themſelves 
thits to-priftitice religion? at the command of fecular 


| Hifereſt and ambition, is indeed a moſt deplorable 
 Hieorfiftency! and much confirms me in my per- 


ſuaſion of that general antichriſtianifm, which 


2 „er What can We: conceive; ſo horr id, as the blaſphe- 
e mgus des of of wheedling the ALMIGHTY, to become a party 
40 "the diabolical contentions and throat-cutting matches of 

e great men 'of this little leſs than; infernal world pho 


Raward Williams; tlie Welch Bard: in bs e 163. f 


vol. ii. of eee eee ved buon, 
— -. ʒ—8 
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deren edunlüty. 1 
or fall to their own maſter . him may then! 
5 un in Mat day.{': i e Jul 120315 os 

| % en Mes 1 1 ns de 
= nem the mild = patient. temper; 
of. that religion, which he; was appointed to pro- 


claim, the. Apoſtle Raul obſerves, (2 Cor. xM1$-); 
that we can do nothing against the truth, but on 


lle truth: imending, doubtleſt, to) infinuate che 
folly, inefficacy, and wickedneſs of all oppoſitiom 
and eſpecially of malicious and violent oppoſition.: 
ig be propagation and influence. of. Truth: all- 
mankind, therefore, and magisinates among the; 

reſt, ſhould contentedly reſign her to the gentle; 7 


activities of Reaſon and the paſſive tutelage of = 


Time. Truth and Redlitude, thoſe glorious emana- 
tions from the fountain of infinite per fed ion for 
the. benefit of the human race, muſt: Gnally-pres: 
vail; becauſe the divine will has immutably des; 
termined the final happineſs, of his creatures. 
Conſult Hiſtory, aſk Experience, appeal to the; 
Common Senſe of the loweſt individual, not deſ- 
titute of rationality; and you will find in all ages, 
and in every breaſt, an unanimous convittion, 
that Error and Villainy alone employ force and b 
ſecrecy to confirm their cauſe and ſecure en : 
| authority. - Conſcious Integrity faborns no pies,” 
liſtens to no informers, fears no antagoniſt; "Bat 
ever ebe diſcovery | and diſcuſſion... * is. 
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with the imelle and it's objects, as TY morax 
my. The poſition of Christ ative pplitable. 
to either inſtance: (John iii. 20.) Ve, that doeth 
evil, hateth the light; and cometh not to the light ; 
text fit deeds be brought to contichon: but he, that 
deeththe truth, cometh to the ight; that his deeds may 
N W |: 


- Indeed the Goſpel itſelf is but one Wen from ” 
the main ſtem of univerſal Truth: and who, but 
ruffians.that delight in war; (Pſalm Ixviii. 30.) — 
who, but furious fanatics, Clergy of establiſhments, 
and depreved Statefmen, ever yet talked of cruſh. 

_ ing =_ 10 er mann "by "we | 


yy now theſe ctiterions 5 of Truth and Virtue 
to the meaſures'of the Britiſi Government. Free- 
| dom of enquiry, ſo far from being challenged in con- 
nidendce of che juſtice of their plans and the boaſted 
: ee their conftitutiony ; is e 5 


og e este, eee : 
bd Euripides Iph. T. 2006. : 
0 Thieves love the gloom of night, but Truth the —_ . - 


14 We are told, that the excellence of the Britiſſi Conſli- . 
tution conſiſts in the happy equipoize of three eſtates, Ring- 
Lords, and commons. 4 aſk: * What do vou mean by, 
1 Commons ?”* A repreſentation of the people, « Is the 


1 8 Houfe of Commons a —— of the people = 
+. 
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ſummary confutation of penalties and proſecution 
argument is not oppoſed by argument, but re- 
pelled and ſilenced by ſines and im rifonments, 1s E 
this the demeanour of reaſonab[Weings, conſci- 
ous of 'upright views, and confiding in honeſt ac- 
tions? Is this re&itude of condukt? Are thele the 
ways of luteg rity and truth ? No: a more deciſive 
demonſtration cannot poſſibly be exhibited of a- 
corrupt and pernicious ſcheme of things; of an 
adminiſtration unprineipled in it's charaQter, and 

_ injurious in it's effects. It is ſhocking to refle& 
upon the grievous ſufferings inflicted on merito- 
rious members of ſociety, and in them on their 
families, relatives, and friends, for thoſe freedoms 
of ſpeech, which virtuous miniſters and well con- 


No man, not even a Retvian aſſociator, will aſſert this! So 
that the exiſtence of the very circumſtance, which can- 
ſtitutes in their own ſtatement the great excellence of our 
, government, is by a palpable contradiction abhſolutely given 
up. In truth Tacitus was right; and no government, ſo 
| blended, as this principle ſuppoſes, with proportionate in- 
gredients of Royalty, Ariſtocracy and Democracy, ever did, or 
ever can, ſubſiſt: and Miniſters act like true chitaven of 
tis world, wiſe in their generation, (Luke xvi. 8.) when they 
reſiſt a reform of Parliament: for, let the Commons be a 
complete repreſentation of the people, - and good night to 
Monarchy! Miniſters ought in gratitude to confer upon 
me ſome of their good ſinecures, à Toulon penſion, or at 
leaſt a handſome gratuity privately conveyed, for giving 
thaw, like a friend, this timely warning, | 
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| ſtituted governments would invite rather than dif. 


courage, for the rectification of obliquities, produced 
inevitably by time, and inſeparable from human in- 
Nlitutions. The Duke of Richmond and Mr. Pitt 
can acquieſce, with heedleſs indifference or ſullen 


| obduracy, in the impriſonment and ruin of Mr. 
1 Holt, for reprinting verbatim a treatiſe, which. they 


themſelves bave, at leaſt virtually, approved, re- 
commended, and contributed to diſperſe: a degree 
this, i in my opinion, of hardened apoſtacy, when 

conſidered in all it's circumſtances, that can 


ſcarcely | be, exceeded *, And yet, when ſuch 


condutt in private life would blaſt the character 
for ever, "theſe men, of unbluſhing faces and un- 


feeling hearts, continue in high eſtimation with 


the majority of my countrymen; Who exhibit 
thereby a depravity not much inferiour to that, 
which 1 wiſh to ſtigmatiſe, and recommend to the 


abhorrence of men of ern Age n execrations 
* eee 10 5 


. 18 


— 


ih was their 05 to interfere with the execu- 8 
tion. of ſo barſh a ſentence ; and, if their inter- 
poſition had been incffeftual, 40: vim coor org | 
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- their j+difipprobation to the world, by relinqu iin ga 
co-operation that branded their characters with an 
1 Wg of ene e and itihumatiity®.” 


Alaßt Behne and pakine reform ſeems too wt 


a bleffing to be vouchſafed to this hypocritical 
and 'depraved pevple; and the hearts of our 


deſcendants will overflow with gratitude to. the 


ſupreme controller of events for eduting ſuch 
cod from evil, by ſending this heaven-born miniſ- 


ter, as his choſen inſtrument, to haſten the melio- 


ration of our political condition through the 
only means whith our folly has made prafticable ; 


thoſe ſtorms and tempeſts, with which the berizon | 


is already blackened. - Dre adful, but neceſſary re· 


medies, in the courſe of divine appointment, 
to reſcue the ocean from N and the at- 


moſphere from PR 1 6 * 


* 


10 ths fla, which L. how. Tg to theta” 


no text of ſeripture is extlufively appropriate, 


It oppoſes every dictate of religion; it outrages 
every feeling of humanity. . We affect a prodi- 


gious abhorrence at the murder of the Wat of 


; TO 5 8 Pala licet i imperet, ut is? 5 
ee Falſus, | et EW! dictet perjuria tauro, P | 
Summum crede nefas animam preferr e pudori, bY 


e r vitam vivendi perdere cauſas. 


+ 5 Juvenal, viii. $2. 
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France: we commence war. immediately on that 
event; as if to appeaſe his manes by immolating 
thouſands of our countrymen at his ſepulchre. Yet 
La Fayette, a gentleman of unſullied honour, of 
diſintereſted patriotiſm, and ſterling worth, the 
beſt friend of that unhappy monarch, at the hazard 
of life itſelf, and all it's comforts, is. ſuffered; to 
languiſh in the dungeon of a ruffian tyrant, our. 
beloved and immaculate ally! There needs no 
colouring of language to aggravate this diaboli- 
cal barbaxrity : it is ſufficiently expoſed by a ſim- 
ple ſtatement. Have the powers of this country 
interceded for his enlargement ? It is impoſſible. 
Their interference would have been inſtantly ſuc- 
ceſsful. - What ee then were enen, to 

ſuch a crime 2 | | Ss: 0 


42%, ! 5 Hem, rays ts prophet (Iſaiah v v. 20. o.), 
| that call evil good, and good evil; that put dark- 
ng For light, and light for darkneſs ; that put bit- 
er for ſweet, and ſweet for bitter: i. e. who per- 
yert the names, and to the beſt of their per. che 


. The kind and - #oQionats 9 vid which Mr. | 


Fox urged this topic in the Houſe, does infinite honour to 


his benevolence. This, i in union with numberleſs demon- 

Rrations more of a heart overflowing with the milk of 

human kindneſs, has. engraven his name in laſting charac- 

ters on the memory of every advocate Jos Tuffering. huma- 
* | 

| realities 
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realities of ahi; in ſubſervience to their own 

_ profligate undertakings. Thus, our audacious 
miniſtry connive at the royal banditt in their dif 
memberment of Poland, and at the ſame time co- 
operate with theſe men of blood againſt the French 

to prevent their encroachments, truly, on the 
Dutch! Let us hear no more of eaten monſters; 
your Caligulas, your Neros, and Domitians ] or 
rather turn your eyes for relief to them from the 
more hideous and EY nga of II 
ſtateſmen. 5 we 0 


tf thine enemy. hunger, fays by benignity of 
thirſt give him ; wi og | N ay, 1 2 pf La 8 
fide thyſelf! rejoins the apocrypha of our heapen- 
born miniſter and his cœleſtial affociates. . It is 
our duty to ſtarve the French: not only the regi- 
cides and atheiſts, but the whole of this accurſed 
nation; root and branch, male and female, declin- 
ing age and helpleſs infancy. An atchievement, 
at which, from a conſciouſneſs of inferior de- 
merit, Beelzebub himſelf would bluſh, and Moloch 
would emulate i in vain. In, that, auful period, 


« When blended lie th neben ia th” vs nan 4p 


or in the nobler ſolemnity r ſcripture” LY 
guage, when mortality Heal be ſwallowed 15 

li fe, (2 Cor. v. 4.) with what tranſport will = 
children 
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didrex of univerſal and Weber beg bene- 
volence, to which national antipathies are un- 
known, acknowledge the gracious accents of their 
judge! I was hungry; and ye gave me meat: I was 
thirſty, and ye gave me'drink: I was naked; and yt 
clothed me: I uas ix priſon, and ye came unto me: 
Come, ye bleſſed o, my father ] inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the aa of * n 
(Matt, en * e 103) 945 en 


* 


I net eonchide theks ne kbps 
adverting to the monſtrous abſurdity, and the 
unſpeakable inconſi ſtency, of Mr. Fox and his 
adherents, (whoſe conduct in other reſpects is ſo 
manly and patriotic), in dountenancing and ſup- 
porting the en proſecution of a war, which 
they condemn. How is it, that they blame the 
meaſures of government. and yet affiſt and 
ſtrengthen the execution of their purpoſes? As if 
I ſhould encourage a ſanguinary ruffian, who had 
ſmitten an inoffenſive paſſenger Vantonly and 
unjuſtly, to fall upon him moſt, unmercifully, 
and demoliſh him outright!” No: it is certainly 
their duty, as conſiſtent ſenators, to oppoſe every 
meaſure of adminiſtration,” that may contribute to 
the ſucceſs of their military operations, Truth and 
Reftitude will not accommodate themſelves to 
n ee : regards; 12 are of | 
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peremptory oblignion; at unchangeable 
and * ol, ar ra e by b 
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Finally profeſs myſelf; a _ af þ 5 5 5 a lo- 
ly and inſignificant, but canſcientious, follower 
of that /awour, at whoſe coming peace was fung 
(Luke ij. 44-), and at whoſe departure, peace was 
bequeathed (John xiv. 27.) . No conſideration, 1 
humbly hope, nat even of life itſelf, but in perſo- 
nal defence, could induce me to ſned the blood of 
a fellou- creature, even of a continental tyrant: nor 
could any motiye, but that of ſtrong ſenſe of duty, 
have impelled me to come orward to the public 
on this occaſion. But there is a ſeaſon, when 
inactivity were a crime; and public admonition, | 
even at the hazard of perſonal comforts, riſes into 
an indiſpenſable obligation; to thoſe at leaſt, who are 
deſirous that their maſter ſhould not be aſhamed of 
them (Mark viii. 38.) at his ſecond coming. I am 
expecting with trembling ſolicitude, amidſt the 
inceſſant occupations of a literary life, that alarm- 
ing cataſtrophe; which the ;/igns of the times indi- 

cate, in my mind, to be rapidly approaching; 

prepared to aft or ſuffer, t to live and die, inthe/fer- 
vice of Chriſtianity; which is no other; than the 
cauſe of; Liberty, and the conſequęnt happineſs of 
the human race; a liberty and happineſs only to 
be raiſed on the foundation of that equality aſcer- 
tained by | the laws of our creation, and ratified by 
| | the 


thegoſpel in every page, which acknowledges no 
diftinQtion of bond or free. Intereſt may oppoſe, 
and Sophiſtry may cavil ; but Equality, in it's ra- 
- tional acceptation, as relating to civil privileges, 

and impartial laws, is interwoven with Chriſtianity 
-Kſelf; they muſt live or periſh together. But they 
will live; and modern governments, with every ap- 
pendage of wickedneſs and corruption, will flee in 
time from their genial influence, as beaſts of 
prey, to their dens of ane and an from 
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The following teſtimony to this little publica- 
tion, from a Lap of extraordinary merit, whoſe 
name I do not think myſelf at liberty to mention, 
is ſo honourable to her own feelings and ſo-credi- 
table to myſelf, that ſhe will excuſe me, I am per- 
ſuaded, for my willy to wan, the reader 9 

inſertion here. | 
Impreſſed 


f 
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Impreſſed with ſentiments of the ſincereſt ve- 
neration and eſteem, from the peruſal of Mr. 
Wakefield's & Spirit of Chriſtianity, compared 
« with the Spirit of the Times,” I cannot forbear 
expreſſing an unaffected tribute of reſpect for the 
generous advocate of truth and humanity: who, 
fearleſs of * evil times and evil tongues,” dares to 
ſtep forward in a ſycophant and venal age, and 
bear an intrepid teſtimony againſt oppreſſion, cru- 
elty, and “ ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places. 
% The night ſeems indeed far ſpent and the day 
« at hand :** yet, in our progreſs to perfect civili- 
zation, much, it is to be feared, till remains to be 
done, and much previouſly to be endured ! If na- 
tions, like individuals, muſt be purified by ſuffer- 
ings—and ſuch, judging by analogy, appears to be 
the myſterious plan of Providence—can we help 
recoiling? But, while I confeſs that the convictions 
of my underſtanding, are, at times, overpowered 
by the more importunate ſuggeſtions of ſenfiibi- 
lity; I muſt ever admire and honour the united 
efforts of genius, eloquence, and integrity, in the 
cauſe of reaſon and philanthropy : yet is my ad- 
miration mixed with a painful ſolicitude, leſt ano- 
ther victim ſhould be added to the magnanimous 

liſt of political martyrs, whoſe names and ſuffer- 
ings, while „ inſpiring glory through remoteſt 
66 times,” will leave an indelible ſtain on the an- 
nals of the eighteenth century. 
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